the navy estimates, february 27, 1940
Navy carried safely into British harbours, m the teeth of the
U-boats, of the mines, and of the winter gales and fog, considerably
more than four-fifths of the peace-time average taken over the
whole, summer and winter alike, of the three preceding years.
Our exports, measured in tons—and it is with tonnage that
the Navy ,is concerned—were equal in December and January
to our exports coming in in those months of the last peace-time
year of 1938. But now with spring and summer at hand, there is
to be expected a considerable normal seasonal increase in the
volume of traffic by sea, and apart from any new development
of enemy action, a matter which can never be overlooked in any
provisions for the future, there is no reason why we should not
improve upon these figures. When we consider the great number
of British ships which have been withdrawn for Naval Service,
or for the transport of our armies across the Channel or across the
globe, there is nothing in these results which—to put it mildly—
should cause despondency or alarm, or which justifies the idea
that we cannot carry on our national life and the war upon which
the national life is centred, with increasing vigour. Any reductions
and austerities in home consumption, which we have found, or may
find, it necessary to impose upon ourselves, are not due to any
failure of the Navy to keep the seas open, but to the need of making
prudent preparations against the unknown, and of raising our war
effort to the highest pitch.
In 1915, speaking from this Box, I was able to say that our
command of the seas was more thorough than ever before in our
history, and—although I was not allowed to preside over it—it so
continued for more than eighteen months. I will not make any
prophecies about the future which is doubly veiled by the obscurities
and uncertainties of war. But personally I shall not be content,
nor do I think the House ^hould be content, if we do not reach
and maintain a control of the seas equal to'the highest standards
of the last war and enable the Navy once again to play a decisive
part in the general victory of the Allies.

